Parasol unit Press Release
foundation for contemporary art 14 Wharf Road

London N1 7RW / T + 44 (0) 20 7490 7373 / F + 44 (0) 20 7490 7775
www.parasol-unit.org / info@parasol-unit.org

Left to right: Candela, 2013. Painted MDF, LED lights, dimensions variable. Photo by Paco Gomez. Courtesy of Sean Kelly Gallery, New York, and
Matadero de Madrid © Los Carpinteros. Cuarteto Rebelde, 2012. Wood and chrome metal, dimensions variable. Private collection. Courtesy of
Ivorypress, Madrid © Los Carpinteros.

Los Carpinteros
25 March - 24 May 2015
Preview: Tuesday 24 March, 6.30 - 9 pm

Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art is delighted to present an exhibition of works by Cuban art
collective, Los Carpinteros (Marco Castillo and Dagoberto Rodriguez). This exhibition, the duo’s first major
show in a public London institution, includes extensive installations, sculptures, watercolour drawings and
a film screening, which aim to explore and interrogate the functionality of architecture, design and the
everyday object.

The deftly crafted -and often humorous- installations and sculptures made by Los Carpinteros may appear
whimsical at first, yet every piece has an element of political commentary, mostly related to their personal
experience and context. This dichotomy provides a vast resource with which they can be both playful and
critical. Often described as ‘interrogative art’, their work examines the relationship between art and society,
form and function, practicality and frivolousness.

For the Los Carpinteros exhibition at Parasol unit, the ground floor galleries are dedicated to large-scale
installations and sculptures, such as 7omatfes, 2013. This extensive wall installation consists of more than
200 real tomatoes splattered against the gallery wall on which beautifully crafted porcelain tomatoes are
installed, evoking with a poignant sensitivity the interplay of a political uprising. Also exhibited is 77m, an
installation comprised of a 17-metre-long clothing rail on which hang more than two hundred black suits
punctured throughout by a gaping star. Altoparlante Solimar (Solimar Loudspeaker), 2008, is an enormous
ebony wood structure emulating Havana's Solimar apartment building, designed by Manuel Copado in 1944
and well-known for its modernist design, imposing height and its large-scale sinusoidal balconies. The Los
Carpinteros structure is a large acoustic box, in which each apartment has become a loudspeaker to
reproduce the voices of the families living inside it. The towering LEGO® bricks construction, Robotica,
2013, is based on the State Scientific Center for Robotics and Technical Cybernetics in St. Petersburg,
referencing former Soviet commemorative monuments.

Los Carpinteros’ watercolour drawings, several examples of which are included in the exhibition, often
function like architectural blueprints for constructions that are built to scale and adapted for each
particular exhibition space. These watercolour drawings offer a wealth of possibilities and inspiration for
potential fabrication of works, although some only remain as fantasy, yet they are an intrinsic part of their
practice, acting as a communicative tool or ongoing discussion between the artists.
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In the upper-floor galleries is a series of watercolour drawings along with some small-scale prototype
models which are based on prison structures and fabricated using Corten steel. Some of the models have
materialised into large-scale reading rooms for other commissioned projects. Screening throughout the
exhibition will be the film Conga /rreversible, 2012, a performance originally conceived and produced by
Los Carpinteros art collective on the occasion of the 2012 Havana Biennial.

This exhibition, curated by Ziba Ardalan, Founder/Director of Parasol unit, is accompanied by a related
programme of educational events at the foundation.

Notes to editors
Artist Biography

Cuban art collective, Los Carpinteros (The Carpenters), consist of Marco Antonio Castillo Valdes (b. 1971)
and Dagoberto Rodriguez Sanchez (b. 1969). They started to work as a group while studying at the Instituto
Superior de Arte in Havana in the early 1990s. Their oeuvre occupies an intriguing and ambiguous area
between conceptualism, activism and formalism. Their three-dimensional works are complemented by
watercolours and videos. The artists live and work between Madrid, Spain, and Havana, Cuba.

Works by Los Carpinteros are in several public and private collections, such as the Museum of
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; the TATE Gallery, London; the Museo
Nacional de Bellas Artes, Havana, Cuba; the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Soffa, Madrid, Spain; the
Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary, Vienna, Austria; and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Later in
2015, a commission will be unveiled as part of the new Europe 1600-1800 galleries at the V&A.

Parasol unit is grateful for the kind and generous support of Arts Council England Grants for the Arts,
Benjamin Nieto Segura, MARCO | Museo de Arte Contempordneo de Monterrey and Ivorypress.
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VISITOR INFORMATION

Founded in December 2004, Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art Free Admission

is a registered educational charity and a not-for-profit institution that
operates purely for the public benefit. Every year the foundation
organises four challenging and thought-provoking exhibitions of works by
international contemporary artists working in various media, arranges
other artistic projects and each year grants its Exposure Award, which
offers graduating students from an annually selected London art school
the opportunity to exhibit their work professionally. The foundation also
engages with the public and its neighbouring community through a full
programme of educational events. In its genuine mission to serve the
public, the foundation does not bear the name of its founder, and its
exhibitions do not derive from any particular private collection.
Admission to all exhibitions at Parasol unit is free of charge. Thanks to
its innovative model between private funding and public support, one of
London’s most vibrant contemporary art spaces has come to exist and
thrive.

Parasol unit
14 Wharf Road, London N1 7RW

Opening hours

Monday by prior arrangement
Tuesday-Saturday, 10 am -6 pm
Sunday, 12-5 pm

Directions: Tube to Old Street or Angel
Buses: 43, 205 or 214 via City Road

For more information please contact:
Kirsteen Cairns
T: +44 (0)20 7490 7373, ext. 26

E: kirsteen@parasol-unit.org
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