
PRESS RELEASE 
 

NEW EAST END ART FOUNDATION LAUNCHED 
 
Parasol unit, a new foundation for contemporary art based in London’s 
East End, will be launched on May 4, 2005 with an exhibition of paintings by 
the acclaimed Belgian artist, Michaël Borremans. The exhibition is being 
mounted in collaboration with the Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst (SMAK) 
in Ghent, Belgium and the Royal Hibernian Academy in Dublin, Ireland. 

Michaël Borremans’ work has gained acclaim in the international art world over 
recent years, but this is the first time his work will be shown in the UK. The 
exhibition follows other recent exhibits by contemporary Belgian painters Raoul 
de Keyser at the Whitechapel Art Gallery in 2003 and Luc Tuymans at Tate 
Modern in 2004. Born in 1963, Borremans lives and works in Ghent. In 2004 his 
work was shown in Manifesta 5: European Biennale of Contemporary Art, San 
Sebastian, Spain and a touring exhibition of his drawings was organised by the 
Kunstmuseum Basel, SMAK in Ghent and the Cleveland Museum of Art, Ohio. 
The painting exhibition opened in Ghent in February 2005 and after the showing 
in London will travel to the Royal Hibernian Academy in Dublin. A full colour book 
has been published by Hatje Cantz Verlag to accompany the painting exhibition. 

Michaël Borremans’ exhibition will be complimented by a programme of events 
including the screening of André De Toth’s 1953 ‘House of Wax’ followed by a 
discussion between the artist and the art critic Adrian Searle. This event will be a 
collaboration with Artprojx and will take place on Monday 16 May at the Prince 
Charles Cinema. Other events will be announced in due course and could be 
also found on Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art’s website. 
 

Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art will be housed in a new 800-square 
metre space on two floors, located next to the Victoria Miro Gallery in Wharf 
Road, N1. Designed by architect Claudio Silvestrin, the space will open in two 
stages: the main ground-floor gallery opens in May 2005 and the remaining areas 
of the building, including an artist-in-residence studio and reading area, in 
September 2005. The foundation is the brainchild of its founder and director, Ziba 
de Weck. The not-for-profit space is funded by an endowment with additional 
support from sponsors and in-kind.  

Address: Parasol Unit, 14 Wharf Road, London N1 7RW 
www.parasol-unit.org 
 
Exhibition details: 
Title: The Performance: paintings by Michaël Borremans 
Opening times: Wednesday 4 May – Thursday 30 June 2005 
Opening hours: Tuesday – Saturday 10am-6pm 
Admission free 
For more information, press images please contact: Sandra Mahon 
at Tel:+ 44 (0)20 7490 7373 Email: sandra@parasol-unit.org  



 
Notes to Editors:  
 
Parasol unit 
Policy: 
Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art is a not-for-profit art foundation 
established to showcase the work of leading international contemporary artists. 
The exhibitions will present works in a variety of media, including painting, 
sculpture, installation, video, and photography, some of which will be 
commissioned projects. It is planned to mount four to five exhibitions a year and 
whenever possible to support each one with a publication. The foundation will 
also conduct an education programme including gallery talks, lectures, panel 
discussions, film screenings and performances. In order to encourage the widest 
possible access to its programme, the foundation will not charge admission fees.  

An important feature of the Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art is a live-
work unit that will facilitate an artist-in-residence programme. Each year, the 
residency will be awarded to an artist from a different country to give him or her 
the opportunity of living and working in London. 

The Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art joins the Whitechapel Art 
Gallery, Barbican Gallery and Bloomberg Space as not-for-profit art institutions 
devoted to contemporary visual art in London’s East End. 

Director: 
The Parasol unit Foundation for Contemporary Art is directed by Ziba de Weck. 
She gained an MA in Art History from Columbia University, New York, worked at 
the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, and became the first director of 
the Swiss Institute in New York.  
 
Trustees: 
Dr Dieter Schwarz, Director of the Kunstmuseum Winterthur, Switzerland; 
Massimo Tosato, Managing Director of Schroeders Plc, London; Chris Ofili, artist; 
Pierre de Weck, Global Head, Private Wealth Management, Deutsche Bank; 
and Ziba de Weck. 


